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Lodge Secretary email: 
 

tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

 

A Message 
From your 

Exalted Ruler,  
T-Michael Boyle 

 
September was a busy and exciting month at 
Tampa Elks Lodge 708! We were honored to 
begin the month with a visit from State 
President Mike Chandler as he toured the 
Wonderful West Central District. It was a great 
opportunity to showcase the energy and 
dedication of our members. 
We also celebrated the 5th birthday of Monday 
Night Bar Bingo, which drew a fantastic crowd 
and proved to be a huge success. A major 
milestone for the lodge was the long-awaited 
repair of our roof, finally completed after last 
year’s hurricane damage. This project ensures 
our lodge remains strong and welcoming for 
years to come. 
Another highlight was the initiation of 13 new 
members—welcome to our growing Elk family! 
In addition, our Sunday Bottomless Mimosa and 
Bloody Mary Brunch was another success, 
bringing members and friends together for food, 
fun, and fellowship. 
Looking ahead, we encourage all members to get 
involved in our many social activities and 
charitable committees. There are countless ways 
to help, and no contribution is too small. 
Whether it’s lending a hand at events, 
volunteering for community projects, or simply 
sharing ideas, your participation makes a 
difference. 

Remember, the lodge is open on Friday and 
Saturday nights, even when no events are 
scheduled—so stop by, see friends, and enjoy 
your lodge. Don’t forget Sundays! Join us to 
watch football and enjoy our popular 1st quarter 
tailgate potluck. 

Together, we make Tampa Elks Lodge 708 
stronger every day! 
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Your  2025-26  Committee Chairs 

 

Accident Prevention, Tommy Moore ..................................................................................................... (tommoore4109@gmail.com) 
Americanism, Dee Cisneros, PER  ..................................................................................................................... (cecisjd@hotmail.com) 
Army of Hope ~ Daniel Armentrout .................................................................................................................... (odannyboy@aol.com) 
Auditing Committee, Melissa Bertoch  ...................................................................................................... (missbertoch@gmail.com) 
Drug Awareness, Roseann Garcia ....................................................................................................... (rosanngarcia104@gmail.com) 
ENF Fundraising, Rita Smith, PER .............................................................................................................. (apwurita@hotmail.com)  
ENF Scholarships Paul DeLand, PER .................................................................................................  (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
Elks National Veterans Service Committee Edie Hanley .....................................................................  (ehanley73@outlook.com) 
Government Relations ~ Rick Schneider, PER .................................................................................................. (broric708@aol.com) 
Harry Anna Trust Fund Committee ................................................................................................................................................ vacant 
Hoop Shoot ~ Laura Bell .............................................................................................................................. (mrsladybell15@gmail.com) 
LOE Liaison ~ Paul DeLand, PER  ......................................................................................................... (dukeofdeland@hotmail.com) 
Lodge Activities ~ Rae Ann Boyle ........................................................................................................................ (rasboyle@gmail.com) 
Membership Committee – Rick Schneider, PER .............................................................................................. (broric708@aol.com) 
Orientation – Laura Jones ....................................................................................................................................... (laj6687@gmail.com) 
Public Relations Committee ~ Kim Van Walker ..............................................................................(kimvanwalker@hotmail.com) 
Ritual Committee – Frank Pallidini, PSP PGE .................................................................................................. (fjpal56@yahoo.com) 
Soccer Shoot ~ Patty Volpe ...................................................................................................................... (pattyandmrfox@gmail.com) 
Veterans’ Services Committee – Chris Ragusa .............................................................................. (ragusachristopher@gmail.com) 
Wills & Bequests – Richard Florance, PER  ............................................................................................. (rhflorance10@gmail.com) 
Youth Activities ~ Jackie Jacobs ......................................................................................................... (Jackie.jacobs1986@gmail.com)  

WCD VETERANS FUND BARBEQUE 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25TH, 2025 

Noon to 4:00pm | $15.00 - Price includes: Entry fee, 
BBQ Chicken platter, soda, or water. Beer & Wine available for purchase. 

Entertainment by Kris Pierce 
Basket Raffle | 50/50 Drawing 

Vendors Welcome | Vender Cost $20 

LARGO ELKS LODGE #2159 
810 16TH AVE SE, LARGO, FL 33771 

Bring your chair, umbrellas, and pop-ups! 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT YOUR LODGE 
QUESTIONS: JOHN WILSON, PER 727-417-1608 
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Invite a Friend to join...the more the merrier! 

A Warm Welcome to Our Newest Members 

Robert Scott Miller 
Sponsored by 
David Miller 

Shane Murphy 
Sponsored by 
Jessica Hood 

Randi Ruble 
Sponsored by 
David Reno 

Micharl J Ruble 
Sponsored by 
David Reno 

Amy Rowe 
Sponsored by 

Marc Maseman 

Brenda Britt 
Sponsored by 
Rae Ann Boyle 

Aaron Murphy 
Sponsored by 
Jamie Poole 

Landon Bass 
Sponsored by 
James Poole 

Will Fields 
Sponsored by 

T-Michael Boyle, ER 

Jerdan Prosser 
Sponsored by 
Jamie Poole 

Staige D Hoffman 
Sponsored by 
Jamie Poole 

Carol M Bugh 
Sponsored by 

Christina Schaefer 

Gail (Underwood) Maseman 
Sponsored by 

Marc Maseman 
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October Recognitions  

OFFICER OF THE MONTH...NORM BENZING 

ELK OF THE MONTH...ROSANNE GARCIA 

Grant Reports and Information 

As a fairly new member, Rosanne has jumped right in and proved herself to be a  
dedicated Elk, committed to our community enrichment programs. Her exceptional 
leadership as Chair of the Drug Awareness Committee and her involvement in the 
Madison Middle School, Motivated Mustang Club has made a tremendous impact on our 
lodge and community. Thank you, Rosanne, for your dedication, energy, and the passion 
you bring to this important work! 

Norm and his wife Kim are 3 year members. He is always ready to lend a hand with Lodge 
repairs, set up and breakdowns and is a huge help with Queen of Hearts. Both he and his 
wife have become a real asset to our Lodge and jump in wherever needed.  We could use 
several more of him.  His hard work and positive spirit make a big difference for all of 
us—thank you, Norm!”  
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Lodge Support Group 

Chaplain’s Corner by our chaplain, Tracy Horrell, PER:

Buckle up people, the LOE is ready to start 
off the second half of our year! 

Football season is in full swing! The Bucs are off to a 
great start. Could we be seeing a playoff spot or even a Super Bowl appearance in our 
future? Fingers crossed. The Ladies are here to help you support your team. Take a 
look at our LOE board and you will see a way to support your team while also 
supporting your LOE. The Ladies have Bucs door hangers for you. We have two sizes. 
The larger one is available for a donation of $20 and the smaller one for $15. To get 
your Bucs door hanger, call/text me at 813-245-6458.  

Stepping ahead to the holidays, yes, the holidays! They will be here fast and furious. 
On December 4th and 5th, the LOE will once again have their annual LOE Christmas 
Bazaar. Here is where you can be a part of the fun. This year we will continue to have 
baked goods, if you have baking skills and would like to bake something for our 
bazaar, please let me know. Keep in mind that your baked goods should be wrapped 
and ready to sell. The Ladies are mixing it up a little this year, we will be having a 
silent auction starting on November 1st and running through our last bazaar day. We 
will auction themed baskets (think Gasparilla, Christmas, pets and more). 
Be on the lookout starting on Nov 1st in the social quarters. 
 
Downton Abbey fans (and we know there are many of you) be on the lookout for 
our BIG movie night. More information to come. 
 
See you around the lodge 
Jacquie LoCicero, PLP 
President, Ladies of the Elks  
 
 
 

 

Bonnie Atwood 10/18 Patty Jankiewicz 10/10 

 

Jacquie LoCicero, PLP- President 
Shelagh Gombarcik, PER,PLP - Vice President 
Cindy Allen - Secretary 
Laura Jones - Treasurer 
Suzanne Moore, PLP - Chaplain 
Ruth Levin - Parliamentarian 

Let's remember to love one another. We can agree to disagree, but love one another 

Matthew 5:9- "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God"  
Prayer Request: Tommy Moore and  Paul DeLand, who is recovering from surgery  
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 Grant Reports and Information 

Madison Middle School 
 Motivated Mustangs 

 Motivated Mustangs Club at Madison 
Middle school is the Tampa Lodge project 

funded by the ENF Beacon Grant, and it is now in its second year. 
Tampa Elks Patty Volpe, the Project Manager, does the heavy lifting 
on this endeavor, and the volunteers just show up and follow her 
lead. This year the Club is meeting on a Wednesday each month 
during second lunch, and there are two planned field trips. The 
school sponsor is the school’s social worker Tessa Hunziker. She chooses the students who need extra 
support to succeed and invites them to the Club. The students are being pulled out of class, so they need 
permission slips for that and for photographs, we expect the club to grow as those filters are in.  

At the October meeting the theme was “getting to know you”. As the students arrived they checked in, 
provided their T shirt size, and received a raffle ticket.  Once the students were seated, they were invited to 
eat Papa John’s pizza and dessert, with sodas or water.  We were in the school cafeteria with a lot of tables 
available, and they were spread out on three tables.  First, Patty asked each student to stand up and 
introduce themselves, tell us their grade and what high school they planned to attend next year. Then the 
volunteers joined the students at one table and were challenged to name each person at the table to earn 
snacks.  Then the volunteers moved to the next table, and the game continued until each student 
succeeded and earned their snacks. The meeting lasts less than an hour, so we gave each student a gallon 
baggie and let them have another round of pizza “to go,”   followed by the raffle drawing for a $25 Walmart 
gift card. As they prepared to leave, each student was given a fistful of Air Heads candy to take home. 
Leftover Pizza and drinks were sent to the teacher’s lounge,   

This school year, Elks have set up a snack pantry in the guidance office for club students who miss free 
breakfast or lunch due to arriving late. This month’s volunteers (L-R) were Program Manager Patty Volpe, 
Elks Rosann Garcia, Carolyn Miller, PER Rita Smith, PTA President Laura Bell and PER Shelagh 
Gombarcik.  

There is no such thing as too many volunteers! Register with the Hillsborough County School Board; 
approval usually takes a few days. Then email your name and phone number to Patty at 



VOLUME 2025 ISSUE 7                                        OCTOBER                   OFFICIAL PUBLICATION-Pg 7  
   

Grant Reports and Information 

On Friday, September 12th, the Lodge Veterans Committee 
hosted 10 veterans from the Salvation Army Red Shield Center 
for Courtney’s spaghetti/meatballs and chicken alfredo lasagna 
dinner.  We also gave them two donated (by Susie Harlow) 
men’s business suits for their sheltered veterans to use for 
interviews, etc. 
For our Fun Boat Ride for veterans, Rita Smith, PER 
communicated at the General Membership that we were able 
to get our preferred date of Saturday, November 1. The Freedom 
Grant-funded Fun Boat excursion and Rick's on the River 
lunch will launch at 10:00am that day, and we’ll shoot for a 
12:00pm lunch at Ricks. 

West Central District Veterans BBQ Fundraiser is on Saturday, October 25th at the Largo Elks 2159 lodge. 
It runs from 12:00pm - 4:00pm, and the donation is $15.  You can get your tickets from Chris Ragusa or 
Rick Schneider, PER.  
The LVC will have our second annual Veterans Day Weekend Dinner for our Tampa Elks 708 Lodge 
veterans and their guests. The LVC will be cooking dinner for our veterans on Friday, November 7th.  The 
meal will be free for our veterans, and members and/or their guests will pay a modest fee of $20 for the 
meal. The menu will be finalized at our meeting on Monday, October 27, but the consensus is that we ask 
Tommy Pate to cook ribs and turkey breasts for this event - ribs to eat and turkey breasts to sell as a 
fundraiser.  
Our next meeting is on Monday, October 27th at 6:30pm in the lodge banquet hall.  
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All Great Programs 
Start The Same Way: 

WITH A DREAM! 
 
In 1928, the delegates at the Grand Lodge Convention established the Elks National Foundation with an 
initial grant of $100,000 because of a dream. Then-National President John F. Malley envisioned that the 
ENF would “unite the forces of the Order into a mighty army for the service of mankind.” 
Malley’s dream inspired decades of charitable work through the ENF, but it wasn’t until more than 70 
years later when his dream of a charitable army started to come into fruition. The very first seeds of the 
Community Investments Program were sewn at an ENF Board of Trustees meeting in July 2001.  
Unfortunately, 9-1-1 changed everyone’s focus, and the program stalled. That changed in October 2004 
with the arrival of new Programs Manager Debbie Kahler Doles. “Debbie jump-started the program,” ENF 
Director O’Kelley says. “She helped us define community and state our purpose.” 
The Community Investments Program launched in July at the Convention in Reno with two components 
worth $200 each: the Promise Grant, which the ENF had been funding through the Drug Awareness 
Program since 1999, and the Gratitude Grant, which would be available to Lodges that achieved the 
National President’s per-member-giving goal for the ENF.  “The board was tentative at first,” O’Kelley says, 
“but the trustees saw what Lodges were able to do with those $200 grants, and they’ve been expanding the 
program ever since.” 
For 2025-26, when the CIP will mark its 20th anniversary, the program’s budget is nearly $18 million, 
meaning the board has increased funding by more than 5,000 percent since that first year. 
Elks National Foundation is the charitable arm of the Elks, and donations are tax deductible. You can 
designate which ENF program you would like to support or ask that your donation go straight into the 
Endowment Fund. Donate at ENF.ELKS,org 

Grant Reports and Information 
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 Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Friday, November 7, 2025   
Veterans Day Weekend Friday 
Night Dinner for Tampa Elks 

708 Veterans 
We’ll kick off a weekend of gratitude for and recognition of our veterans on 
Friday, November 7, 2025, when the Tampa Elks 708 Lodge Veterans 
Committee honors our member veterans with a complimentary meal. 
Tampa Elks 708 members in good standing (current on dues) who have 
honorably served in the US Military are invited to join us for a fantastic BBQ 
meal.  Veterans are encouraged to wear their uniforms if you can still fit in it! 
 

Non-veteran members and guests of our veterans will pay a modest price of $20 for their meal.  Unfortunately, takeout orders will 
not be available for this meal. 
We’ll also be raising funds for our veteran-focused activities by selling smoked turkey breasts that day.  Elk and Navy veteran 
Tommy Pate will have his famous pig tank in the parking lot preparing baby back ribs for dinner, and turkey breasts for sale at $25 
each.   
There will be sign up sheets in the lodge for both the dinner and to order the turkey breasts.  You can also RSVP and place your 

turkey breast order by emailing the LVC at tampaelks708vetscommiƩee@gmail.com. 
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Upcoming Events and Projects 

Sunday, Oct. 5.......................................Seattle ........................................................ 4:05pm 
Sunday, oct. 12 ..................................... san  Francisco ......................................... 1:00pm 
Monday, oct. 20 .................................... Detroit ....................................................... 7:00pm 
Sunday, oct. 26 ....................................new orleans ............................................ 4:05pm 
Sunday, nov. 9 ......................................new England ............................................. 1:00pm 
Sunday, nov. 16 ....................................buffalo......................................................... 1:00pm 
Sunday, nov. 23....................................los angeles ............................................... 8:20pm 
Sunday, nov. 30....................................Arizona ........................................................ 1:00pm 
Sunday, dec. 7 ......................................new orleans ............................................. 1:00pm 
Thursday, dec 11 .................................atlanta ........................................................ 8:15pm 
Sunday, dec. 21 .....................................Carolina ...................................................... 1:00pm 
SUNDAY, DEC 28 .....................................MIAMI .............................................................. 1:00PM 
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Lodge Business and Projects 

· 1st - LOE General Meeting 7pm Dinner 6:15 
· 8th - Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
· 15th - New Member Orientation - 6:30 
· 16th - BOD Meeting - 6:30 
· 21st - House Committee Meeting - 6:30 
· 22nd - Elks General Meeting - 7:30 
· 27th - Lodge Veterans Meeting - 6:30 
 

  

 

MICRO DRACO 
Model Number : 

HG2797-N 

YOUR TICKET PURCHASE HELPS 
SUPPORT THESE GREAT CHARITIES 

RAFFLE TICKETS $25.00 

The Elks National Foundation awards 500 Most 
Valuable Student scholarships annually, with 
award amounts for the top 20 recipients being 
$30,000 over four years and the 480 runners-up 
receiving $4,000. They also offer other programs, 
such as Legacy Awards for family members of 
Elks and Emergency Educational Grants for 
children of deceased or disabled Elks members, 
though these numbers vary.   

· Big shout out to Rick Schneider, PER for not only overseeing our roof repair but also keephing the 
Lodge running smoothly with his tireless administrative work.  Thank you Rick! 

· A huge thank you to Jacquie LoCicero and the LOE for their generous $1,500 donation to Harry Anna 
and for making our Lodge shine during the State President’s visit. 

· Cheers to Patty Volpe and Shelagh Gombarcik as well as the other generous volunteers for pulling off 
another amazing Motivated Mustangs event - your energy keeps our programs thriving! 
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   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Kristi’s 
pasta 
night 

6:30PM 
LODGE VETERANS  

COMMITTEE MEETING 

6:30PM 
NEW MEMBER  
ORIENTATION 
INITIATION TO 

FOLLOW . 

Bucs   49ERS 
1:00pm 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

LOE 
POTATO BAR 

 
 

 
$8.50 

Jamie 
Poole 
Grill Night 

7PM TO 9PM 
IMPROVAHALICS  REHEARSAL 

  

OCTOBER 2025 

Bucs    SEAHAWKS 
4:05PM 

Bucs    LIONS 
7:00pm 

Bucs    SAINTS 
4:05PM 

Soccer & Hoop 
Shoot 

See pg 4 

WCD 
VETERANS 
FUND BBQ 

LARGO LODGE 
SEE PAGE 2 



3616 Gandy Blvd. 
Tampa, FL   33611 
 
 

Ask to join our group on 
Facebook  to receive 
updates and late breaking 
news. Tampa Elks Lodge #708 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

TAMPA, FL 
PERMIT #32 

Please remember to send 
any change of address to: 

Tampa708secretary@outlook.com 

 

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donaƟons.  
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. 

Your recurring pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge. 

 Mary Louise Perusse  


